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The Evolving Development 
Paradigm
ADVANCING INTEGRATED SOLUTIONS FOR 
CONTEMPORARY DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

The global development landscape is undergoing a fundamental shift. 

the complex, interconnected challenges facing the Global South, particularly 
the widening SDG investment gap. To achieve sustainable economic resilience, 
the international community must pivot toward integrated development 

demands of developing nations. The 70-year trajectory of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia delineates the operational architecture required to transition 

Buenos Aires Plan of Action (BAPA, 
1978) - First UN framework for 
South-South Cooperation.

BAPA+40 (2019) - Reaffirmed the 
role of South-South cooperation  
in achieving the SDGs.

Nairobi Outcome Document 
(2009): of the High-Level United 
Nations Conference on South-South 
Cooperation.

Intergovernmental Review of the 
Implementation of BAPA+40 (2027): 
Intergovernmental Review of the 
implementation of the Buenos Aires 
Outcome Document of the second 
High-Level Conference on South-
South Cooperation.

Evolution of Institutional 
Frameworks for South-South 
Cooperation
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A Legacy of Action
DISTILLING SEVEN DECADES OF INSTITUTIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE

Saudi Arabia’s seven decades of global engagement have generated a highly 

sovereignty of demand: Saudi cooperation delivers the greatest impact when 
projects are strictly aligned with partner governments’ own national visions 
and priorities.

Experience across humanitarian and development initiatives has also created 

basic services investments, the Kingdom helps ensure that short-term relief 
builds a direct foundation for long-term economic self-reliance and reduced 
aid dependency for its partner nations in the Global South. 

Historical Trajectory
FROM SOLIDARITY TO STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP  
(19502026) 

driven approach that preceded the rise of many formal multilateral 

“A model rooted in 
solidarity, mutual 
benefit and respect for 
national sovereignty.”

1950s
Saudi Arabia begins 
supporting developing 
countries through bilateral 
assistance.

1974
Creation of the Saudi Fund 
for Development (SFD), one 
of the oldest development 
finance institutions in the 
Global South.

2015
Foundation of the King Salman 
Humanitarian Aid and Relief 
Centre’s (KSrelief).   

2016
Launch of Vision 2030, linking 
international development 
with economic diversification 
and global partnerships.
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how a nation from the Global South can act as a primary economic anchor for 
other developing economies. 

sovereignty. 

sectoral reach to over 100 countries across infrastructure, energy, water 

agencies and multilateral partners.

expertise to strengthen South-South and triangular cooperation under the 
“Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Global Expertise” initiative.

This trajectory shows that KSA is uniquely positioned to bridge the gap 
between traditional donor models and demand-driven approaches responsive 

other provider nations. This historical trajectory is not merely a record of 
past performance; it also provides a practical blueprint for development 

“Knowledge, capacity and 
expertise are becoming as 
important as financing.”

+ 141 billion
Saudi Arabia’s cumulative 
development commitment 
across 173 countries.

KSrelief implement projects to address 
water-related challenges across the 
global south.
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Institutional Foundations

DEVELOPMENT AND HUMANITARIAN DELIVERY PILLARS: 
SFD AND KSRELIEF

The Kingdom advances its commitment to global solidarity through the 

sustainable development.

to oversee more than 800 critical infrastructure projects that support 

humanitarian assistance that transitions into long-term recovery and 

dual-pillar approach ensures that the Kingdom’s resources provide both 
immediate support and lasting foundations for partner nations to achieve 
their development ambitions.

800+
Critical infrastructure projects 
financed by Saudi Fund for 
Development (SFD).

152
projects implemented by KSrelief 
worth over $400 million to 
enhance global water security.
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Saudi Arabia as Knowledge and 
Technical Excellence Pillar

centers of excellence for innovation. The Kingdom does not merely provide 

sharing model, the Kingdom enables its partners to adopt cutting-edge 
Saudi solutions.

Multi-country Sectoral Platforms

EXAMPLES OF SOUTHSOUTH COOPERATION 
INITIATIVES

the needs and capacities of multiple developing nations into single 

Kingdom’s resources across entire regions and thematic communities. These 

and capacity builder, rather than a mere donor, with Saudi ministries, public 

Saudi institutions contributing 

technical expertise and innovation, 

includes the following:

FROM DONOR TO  
PLATFORM PROVIDER 

Technology

Global impact

Expertise
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CYBERSECURITY CAPACITY BUILDING UN  KSA SCALED 
GLOBAL INTIATIVE

a worldwide shortage of 2.8 million cybersecurity professionals. 

targeting policy practitioners, law enforcement, and cyber diplomats 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AS A PUBLIC GOOD FOR THE 
GLOBAL SOUTH

and sustainable development through initiatives focused on capacity building, 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the 

2.8M Global shortage 
of cybersecurity professional 
addressed by the UN-KSA Global 
Initiative for Capacity Building in 
Cyberspace.
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through research, policy development, awareness initiatives, and global 

launched in partnership with leading technology companies, including 

Saudi Arabia further continues to strengthen its role as a global convener 

and a convener for international cooperation, advancing SDG-aligned digital 
transformation and inclusive technological development across the Global 
South.

FORWARD7 CLEAN COOKING  MULTI COUNTRY ENERGY 
ACCESS HUB

energy access challenges globally, many of whom face dire consequences 

practices.

by Saudi Arabia to accelerate access to 
 

in underserved communities worldwide.
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ACWA GLOBAL CLEAN ENERGY PORTFOLIO  CORPORATE 
TECHNICAL DIPLOMACY

corporate vehicle for voluntary South-South cooperation in clean energy and 

for African projects on a voluntary basis.

channels Saudi capital and advanced technologies into grids across partner 

these investments with training academies and structured programmes for 
local engineers and technicians, sharing detailed design, operation and 

technical standards and build their own sustainable capacity.

The Facilitated Scaling Model

KSA’S WATER PROGRAMMES IN AFRICA AND ASIA

helping strengthen public health and living 

Security in Africa.

USD 10 billion 
New clean energy agreements 
signed by ACWA Power in 
2024–2025.
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fragile communities in Africa and Asia, notably in Yemen, Somalia, Sudan, 

Sanitation Sector in Sudan”, which delivers rehabilitated water infrastructure 

share of this outward facing support.

rural communities, including borehole drilling, solar-powered pumping 
systems, and related water distribution infrastructure. This integrated 

coordination capacity are jointly deployed to expand sustainable rural water 

water investments are designed to function as a complementary architecture: 

relief and longer-term development investment reinforce rather than 
substitute for each other.

plant being developed in South Africa.

“Immediate relief and 
long-term development 
investment reinforce 
rather than substitute 
for each other.”

0.51% of GNI dedicated to 
official development assistance 
in 2023.
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cooperation mechanism where Saudi expertise underpins sustainable water 
access for clusters of partner nations. Saudi Arabia’s domestic experience in 

countries practical lessons in integrated water resources management, 

water-stressed settings.

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT CATALYZING RENEWABLE 
ENERGY

gender inequality, and humanitarian need in Yemen.

coordination and local civil society partnerships to generate sustainable 
livelihoods outcomes that extend well beyond the immediate humanitarian 
response - reinforcing the Kingdom’s commitment to demand-driven, 
gender-responsive, and results-oriented development cooperation. Women empower thousands of families 

through renewable energy, supported by 

USD 2.5M KSrelief-
funded initiative for women and 
renewable energy in Yemen.

375 women trained in solar 
energy and business in Yemen.
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EXAMPLES OF SAUDI ARABIA’S TRIANGULAR 
COOPERATION

multilateral institutions act as a facilitating partner, KSA as the pivotal 
partner providing expertise and resources, and the partner nations in the 

GLOBAL HEALTH SECURITY  POLIO ERADICATION AND 
DISEASE CONTROL

The partnership enables annual vaccination of 370 million children while 
transferring technical expertise in mass vaccination delivery, cold chain 

countries. Saudi Arabia, represented by KSrelief, 

contribute to eradicate polio worldwide.

USD 500M+ 
contribution to global polio 
eradication efforts.
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EDUCATION RECONSTRUCTION  YEMEN’S MULTI
SECTORAL TRANSFORMATION

projects across 11 governorates - including 30 model schools, Yemen’s 

the developmental impact of Saudi resources and expertise.

MARITIME WORKFORCE: SCALING SOLUTIONS TO 
ADDRESS GLOBAL SHORTAGE

partnership addressing a global seafarer shortage of 200,000 annually. 

for replication by other countries and shipping companies.

projects to support local schools.

Seafarers pilot project and encouraged 
other countries to join.

56 education projects across  
11 governorates.

USD 40M allocated to 
Yemen’s education sector.
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SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL RURAL DEVELOPMENT  
FAO RECOGNITION 

innovative projects and best practices that enhance food security and agri-

the rural agricultural sector and its ability to build fruitful international 
partnerships. 

Regional and Global Platforms

DCO, GWO, AND MGI AS MODELS FOR SYSTEMIC 
ENGAGEMENT

Saudi Arabia convenes peer nations, shares technical expertise, and 
coordinates collective action on digital transformation, water security, and 
climate resilience. These platforms position the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

Global South priorities.

over 80,000 people nationwide, 

in direct aid across eight sectors, 
created over 70,000 jobs, planted 

and supported the production of 

agricultural goods.

80,000+ 
people empowered through 
Saudi Reef.

approach to combating climate change.
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